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Laboratory Assistance Visit Checklist – BSL2 laboratories
A procedure-based approach comprising the practices, personal protective equipment, facilities and implementation of your laboratory’s Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) must be taken when evaluating safety and compliance. This checklist is recommended for use as a tool for self-assessment and is used to review of your laboratory safety by the Biosafety Office as required by the Institutional Biosafety Committee. 
     
	General Information:

	Principal Investigator (PI):       
	Date:      

	Department:      
	Locations:      


All standards described below are based on those from the following publications:

· AU Institutional Biosafety Guide (BSG)
https://www.augusta.edu/services/ehs/biosafe/documents/biosafetyguidev2.1.pdf 
· CDC/NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL) 6th edition:  
http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/biosfty/bmbl6/bmbl6toc.htm 
· NIH Guidelines for Research Involving with Recombinant DNA Molecules: 
https://www.ors.od.nih.gov/sr/dohs/Documents/Compliance_with_the_NIH_Guidelines_for_Research_Involving_Recombinant_DNA_Molecules.pdf
	A. Standard Microbiological Practices
	Response
	Comments

	1
	Is access to the laboratory limited to laboratory staff when work with biological materials is in progress?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –A.1; A.2.; B.1
NIH Guidelines, App. G-II-A-2-a.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	          

 FORMTEXT 
     

	2
	Does laboratory staff wash hands after handling viable materials, after removing gloves, and before leaving laboratory?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.9
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-f.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	3
	Are eating, drinking, smoking, handling contact lenses, or applying cosmetics, forbidden in the laboratory?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.10
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-e.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	4
	Are food and beverages stored outside of the laboratory in cabinets or refrigerators designated and used for this purpose?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.10
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-e.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	5
	Are only mechanical pipetting devices used (e.g., is mouth pipetting forbidden)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.11
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-d.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	6
	Are sharps NOT bent, sheared, broken, recapped, removed from disposable syringes, or manipulated by hand?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.12; A.12ii;A.12iii

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-j. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	7
	Are used disposable sharps carefully placed 

in puncture-resistant containers used for sharps disposal?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.12; A.12iv
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-j.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	8
	Are puncture-resistant containers used for sharps disposal placed near the areas where sharps are used?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.12; A.12iv 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	9
	Are non-disposable sharps placed in a hard-walled container for storage and transport (not left unprotected and/or exposed on bench tops or shelves; which would permit inadvertent sharps injury)?
BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 -  A.12; A.12c
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	10
	Is equipment available for handling of broken glassware (forceps, broom and dustpan, tongs, etc.)? 

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.12; A.12d
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	11
	Is plasticware substituted for glassware, when possible?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.12a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	12
	Are procedures done in a way to minimize aerosols, splashes are sprays (i.e. pipetting along the wall of a container, homogenizing/sonicating using a containment device)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.13; B.4a-c
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-g.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	12
	Are work surfaces and equipment decontaminated with disinfectants that are effective against the agents of concern at the completion of work or at the end of the day and after any spill or splash of viable material?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.14
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-b.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	13
	Are all cultures, stocks, and other potentially infectious materials decontaminated before disposal with an effective method?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.15
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-c. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	14
	For Biosafety Office Use Only:

Is a current Biohazard placard posted at entrance(s) to laboratory?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.5
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-d.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	15
	For Biosafety Office Use Only:

Are non-research pests or insects absent from your laboratory?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.16
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-2-b.

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-e.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	16
	Has the PI established policies and procedures whereby all personnel are made aware of potential hazards in the laboratory, signs and symptoms of exposure and what to do in case of exposure (i.e. verbal, reading of the biosafety protocol or Hazard Communication Form)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.1, A.2
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-c.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	17
	Has the PI established policies and procedures to encourage all persons who are at an increased risk of acquiring infection (i.e. pregnant, iummno-suppression) or for whom infection may have serious consequences to self-refer to Employee Health and Wellness for guidance before entering the laboratory?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - A.3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	B. Special Practices
	Response
	Comments

	18
	Has the PI provided medical surveillance, as appropriate, and offered available immunizations for agents handles or potentially present in the lab?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –B.3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	19
	Has the PI developed a Biosafety Protocol and laboratory-specific SOPs?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.4

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	20
	Have the Biosafety Protocol, SOPs and related documents been made available in the laboratory for reference and discussed?
BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.4

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	21
	Does the PI provide laboratory-specific training to staff?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL1 - A.2; A.3
AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	22
	Is the laboratory-specific training documented in a biosafety notebook or other place in the lab?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.4

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	23
	Has the PI or laboratory supervisor ensured that lab staff demonstrated proficiency in standard microbiological practices before working with BSL-2 agents?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –B.2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	24
	Are laboratory staff aware of the SOPs for spill, accident/injury or handling biological waste (i.e. report to the PI, the Biosafety Office and seek medical attention if needed)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –A.4; A.4b; A.14; A.15
BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –B.7
AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	25
	Are spills and accidents which result in an exposure immediately reported to the IBC (via the Biosafety Office)?

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-k.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	26
	Is equipment for repair, maintenance, or removal from the lab decontaminated prior to removal?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – B.5
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	27
	If the laboratory procedures involve intramural transport of biological materials outside of the laboratory, does the laboratory have the appropriate containment device(s) available (e.g., a sealed, leak-proof primary container inside a well-labeled, sealed, leak-proof durable secondary container)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 -A. 15a
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-2-a.

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	28
	If the laboratory procedures involve shipping/extramural transport of biological materials or items on dry ice/liquid nitrogen, does the laboratory have the appropriate packaging materials for shipping?

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	29
	Are non-research animals and plants prohibited in the lab?

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-2-g.

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	30
	Are disinfectants appropriate for the agents readily available in the lab (i.e. bleach stock)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –B.6
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	31
	Are lab staff aware of how to prepare the appropriate concentration of disinfectant and the desired contact time?

AU Biosafety Guide
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	C. Safety Equipment 
	Response
	Comments

	32
	Does the laboratory have a Biosafety Cabinet or other physical containment device for procedures with a potential for creating infectious aerosols or splashes, or whenever handling high concentrations of infectious materials? 

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – B.4a-c
BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –D.10 a-c
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	
	For Biosafety Office Use Only:

Is the Biosafety Cabinet installed away from doors, windows that can open or heavily trafficked areas?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – D.10a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	33
	Has the Biosafety Cabinet been certified annually or after installation, relocation or repair?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – D.10c
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	34
	Are safety caps available for centrifuging high volumes or high concentrations of infectious materials or rDNA and are they opened only in the Biosafety Cabinet?

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-B-3-a (2).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	35
	Are lab coats worn to prevent contamination of personal clothing?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - C.1
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-h.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	36
	Is protective eyewear worn while working in the lab?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - C.2
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-h.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	37
	Is protective eyewear worn when conducting procedures that have the potential to generate aerosols, splashes or sprays?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - C.2
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-h.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	38
	Are gloves worn when working with hazardous materials?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.7
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-h.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	39
	Are gloves changed frequently, when contaminated or torn (NEVER reused)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 – A.7c
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	40
	Is protective clothing removed before entering into non-laboratory areas?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - C.1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	41
	Is protective clothing decontaminated laundered on site or with a commercial laundering facility, not taken home?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - C.1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	D.  Laboratory Facilities 
	Response
	Comments

	42
	Does the laboratory have doors that lock?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	43
	Does the laboratory have a sink for hand washing?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –D.2

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-1-h.

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-4-d.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	44
	Is the laboratory designed so that it can be easily cleaned and is the laboratory maintained clean? (Carpets and rugs are not allowed in laboratory work areas and all furniture must be non-porous; no cloth chairs, curtains, wall covers, or bulletin boards)?
BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 –D.4a-b; D.5a-b
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-4-a.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	45
	Is laboratory furniture capable of supporting loads and uses?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.5
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-4-c.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	46
	Are bench tops impervious to water and resistant to heat, organic solvents, acids, alkalis, and chemicals used to decontaminate the work surface and equipment? 

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.5a

NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-4-b.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	47
	Are windows that open to the exterior fitted with screens?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.6
NIH Guidelines App. G-II-A-4-e. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	48
	Are vacuum lines protected with liquid disinfection traps or an in line HEPA filter (i.e. a two flask system with secondary containment or a single flask with an in line HEPA filter and secondary containment)?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.8
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	49
	Is there an eyewash station readily available?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     

	50
	For Biosafety Office Use Only:

Is the laboratory negatively pressured relative to the corridor or other public spaces?

BMBL, Section IV, BSL2 - D.9
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A
	     


COMMENTS/NOTES:

	     



IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

· Health Sciences Campus Environmental Services (706-721-2434)
(contact for disposal/supply of sharps containers and biohazard boxes)

· Health Sciences Campus, Employee Health and Wellness (706-721-3418)

· Health Sciences Campus, Student Health Services (706-721-3448

· Laboratory Equipment Services  (Biosafety Cabinet Certifier) (706-721-6124)
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