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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Renee Copeland
 My path to 
dermatology was 
not without trials, 
but I am so grateful 
to be able to begin 
my career in 
dermatology here 
at MCG. In undergrad, I was uncertain 
about a career in medicine. I dedicated 
my time to increasing the retention of 
underrepresented students in engi-
neering and researching transdermal 
drug delivery with Mark Prausnitz, MD. 
When given the opportunity to teach 
someone about my project, I loved 
sharing how the skin could serve as a 
vehicle to deliver drugs to treat skin 
disorders and chronic conditions. 
Thanks to my research mentor, she 
helped me realize my desire for patient 
care and pushed me to consider 
dermatology.
 Throughout medical school at MCG, 
I remained committed to promoting 
diversity within medicine through my 
time with the Student National Medical 
Association. During clerkships, I ex-
plored each of my rotation specialties, 
aiming to decide on one that allowed 
me to continue to serve and represent 
underrepresented populations. I 
ultimately decided on dermatology, the 
field that brought me to medicine, as I 
saw the unmet needs in skin of color 
patients and the opportunity to im-
prove care for underserved popula-
tions.
 I am appreciative to the MCG 
Dermatology faculty, staff, and residents 
who provided me with resources and 
opportunities to further my knowledge. 
I am excited to pay it forward, mento-
ring the next generations of dermatolo-
gists, and working to create a more 
diverse community within dermatology.
 I am thankful for the patient popula-
tion we treat at MCG, and I’m looking 
forward to all that I will learn from 
patients and my colleagues. I am 
counting down the days to when I join 
the MCG Dermatology family next year!

Sally Jung
 I am beyond 
excited to continue 
my medical 
training in derma-
tology at MCG. I 
knew I wanted to 
pursue derma-
tology when I began working as a 
medical assistant for a dermatologist as 
an undergrad. Not only was I fascinated 
with the wide range of pathology, 
treatments, and procedures, but I found 
the patient interactions incredibly 
rewarding. There is something unique 
and shared between dermatology 
patients and physicians in that you can 
physically see medicine at work to-
gether! 
 My interest in dermatology continued 
to grow as a medical student. I quickly 
learned that the skin is important and 
relevant in all aspects of medicine, 
particularly public health. Through my 
work in free clinics, I learned that 
vulnerable populations are at high risk 
for skin diseases and greater access to 
care is necessary. This motivated me to 
continue my journey in dermatology by 
serving as co-president of the MCG 
dermatology interest group and leading 
support groups for HS patients in 
Atlanta. I engaged in research opportu-
nities to contribute to science.   
I would not have been able to partici-
pate in these amazing opportunities 
without the guidance of the amazing 
MCG dermatology residents and faculty 
attendings. I know first-hand how 
invested the program is in their medical 
and Augusta communities, and I am 
excited to return and experience it as a 
resident. I know I am in good hands and 
I will receive excellent training. It is truly 
a privilege to be a part of the MCG 
dermatology family, and I cannot wait!  

Hana Nazir
My interest in 
dermatology stems 
from my experience 
in high school caring 
for my bedridden 
grandmother, who 
battled ALS. In-
spired by the thorough skin checks 
required for her care, I became inter-
ested while studying at Dartmouth. 
 I returned to Georgia to pursue my 
medical degree at MCG and had the 
privilege of learning from Dermatology’s 
dedicated, welcoming, and passionate 
faculty and residents, starting from my 
M2 year as co-president of the Derma-
tology Interest Group. I recognized the 
breadth and depth of dermatology, 
whether that involved screening for skin 
cancers, assessing cutaneous manifesta-
tions, or performing Mohs surgery. 
Under the guidance of Kathryn Potter, 
MD and Matthew Belcher, MD, I con-
ducted a retrospective review of Mohs 
surgery logs which resulted in an 
abstract and presentation at the SEC 
conference. Loretta Davis, MD provided 
invaluable guidance on the publication 
and presentation of a variety of case 
reports. During my M4 year, I presented 
at the Georgia Cancer Center TeleDer-
matology conference, which aligned 
with my goal to serve my community by 
focusing on the prevention, identifica-
tion, and treatment of cutaneous 
diseases, especially for populations 
affected by health care disparities. 
 As I observed first-hand the depart-
ment’s excellent culture, training, and 
genuine commitment to serving, the 
decision to rank MCG Dermatology as 
my top choice was a simple one. I am 
grateful and excited to be returning to 
MCG next year!

Sunscreen Dispensers on Campus
Augusta University is the first college or 
university in the University System of 
Georgia to have sunscreen dispensers 
installed on campus. The hands-free, 
battery-operated sunscreen dispensers 
make sunscreen applications easy. 
Through a grant awarded to the Augusta 
University’s Well-Being Committee, the 
University System of Georgia’s Board of 
Regents is investing in the health of AU 
employees and students.

Centro Medico Free Clinic
The first free dermatology clinic was held at Centro Medico on Monday, 

October 2, 2023.  Residents Silas Money, MD (left) and Davis Diamond, MD 
(right) participated along with faculty member Kathryn Anne Potter, MD 
(center).  The department plans to staff this free clinic 6 times per year.

Loretta Davis, MD spoke at the launch

Costa Layman Health Fair
The Department of Dermatology and the 
Georgia Cancer Center worked together 

to provide skin care to 120 patients.  
Chief Resident, Lauren Prusinski Fer-
nung, MD personally triaged each of 

these 120 patients with much assistance 
from fantastic medical students:  Kath-

leen Hill, Nicole Micklus and Sara Attari.

Under the leadership and guidance of our 
residents, MCG students interested in 
dermatology presented the Cerave Sun 
Heroes program to 75 elementary age 
students at The Augusta Boys and Girls 
Club, over 300 students at CT Walker 
Magnet School in Augusta and also to the 
non-profit Augusta Partnership for Chil-
dren.  The students all received a back-
pack filled with sunscreen, sunglasses and 
other fun items courtesy of CeraVe, while 
learning about skin and the importance of 
sun protection.

CeraVe Sun Hero Program






