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Objectives

/Disclosures

 Review Ethics Education 

Standards in the US

 Identify Ethical Influences 

on medical students

 Describe the “good” doctor

 Review a method for review 

of ethics issues.

 I have no relevant conflicts 

of interest.
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Decamp 

Report
 Proposed Objectives of Medical Ethics 

Education

 * The ability to identify the moral aspects of 
medical practice

 * The ability to obtain a valid consent or a 
valid refusal of treatment

 * Knowledge of how to proceed if a 
patient is only partially competent or 
incompetent to consent or to refuse 
treatment

 * Knowledge of how to proceed if a 
patient refuses treatment

 * The ability to decide when it is morally 
justified to withhold information from a 
patient

 * The ability to decide when it is morally 
justified to breach confidentiality

 * Knowledge of the moral aspects of the 
care of patients with a poor prognosis, 
including patients who are terminally ill

 * Additional areas considered for inclusion:

 * Distribution of health care

 * Abortion



Romanell

Report

 Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of the physician as fiduciary and the 
historical development of medicine as a profession

 * Recognize ethical issues that may arise in the course of patient care

 * Utilize relevant ethics statements from professional associations to guide clinical ethical 
judgment and decision making

 * Think critically and systematically through ethical problems using bioethical principles and 
other tools of ethical analysis

 * Provide a reasoned account of professionally responsible management of ethical 
problems and act in accordance with those judgments

 * Articulate ethical reasoning to others coherently and respectfully:

 * Protection of patient privacy and confidentiality

 * Disclosure of information to patients, including medical errors and the delivery of bad news

 * Assessment of patient decision-making capacity and issues related to surrogate decision 
making

 * Shared decision making, including informed consent and informed refusal of medical 
interventions by patients

 * Care at the end of life, including patient advance directives, withholding and withdrawing 
life-sustaining interventions, care for the dying, and determination of death

 * Maternal–fetal medicine, including reproductive technologies and termination of 
pregnancy

 * Pediatric and neonatal medicine

 * Access to health care, including health care disparities, the health care system, and the 
allocation of scarce resources

 * Cross-cultural communication, including cultural competency and humility

 * Role of the health care professional’s personal values in the clinical encounter, including 

the extent and limits of the right of conscience

 * Conflicts of interest and of obligation in education, clinical practice, and research

 * Research with human subjects, including institutional review boards

 * Work within the medical team, including interprofessional interactions

 * Concerns about colleagues, including impairment, incompetence, and mistakes

 * Medical trainee issues, including disclosure of student status, the tension between 
education and best care for patients, the hidden curriculum, and moral distress

 * Self-awareness, including professional identity and self-care

 * Management of challenging patients/family members, including recognition of what the 
clinician may be contributing to the difficulty

 * Social media

 * Religion and spirituality

 * Acceptance of gifts from patients, including grateful patient philanthropy



Ethics in 

Practice





The Good 

Doctor

 Management of a diabetic 

patient

 Good hemoglobin A1C 

control

 Regular checking of 

cholesterol

 Effective LDL control

 Smoking cessation 

counseling

 Use of an ACE Inhibitor or 

ARB in subsets of patients 

with diabetes.



https://blogs.sph.harvard.edu/ashish-jha/2014/03/20/what-makes-a-good-doctor-and-can-

we-measure-it/

https://blogs.sph.harvard.edu/ashish-jha/2014/03/20/what-makes-a-good-doctor-and-can-we-measure-it/


Role Models

 What are the values you 

are passing on to the future 

generation of doctors?



Influence





South of the Boarder

 109 students narratives about ethical issues

Dilemma #

Learning Environment 76

Inadequate care 59

Abuse of patient 46

Resource misallocation 35

Error/ Dishonesty 27

Informed consent 24

Learning over healing 16

Abuse of student 16

Hard decisions 14

DNR orders 6

Boundary Issues 4

Company Sponsorship 2

Total 249





Initiating Ethics 

Discussions

 2015 Study

 114 Residents 

 59—Medicine

 55—Surgery



 75% of all residents felt that medicine did a 
better job than surgery in addressing ethical 
dilemmas

 100% felt comfortable bring up issues with a 
couple of attending's

 75% of junior residents would preferentially 
approach their senior resident

 Surgical residents were more likely than 
medicine to seek out senior resident than 
attending







Process

State the Problem Plainly Chief ethical compliant

Gather data Medical Facts, Medical Goals, Patient 

Preferences and Context

Is it a real ethics problem? What is conflict or uncertainty about 

values?

Determine the Best Course of Action and 

Support Your Position with Reference to 

One or More Sources of Ethical Value

Confirm the Adequacy and Coherence 

of the Conclusion

Does the resolution fit with the facts or

beliefs of the case?

Plan steps to prevent Most ethics issues are systemic problems







“The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because 
of those who look on and do nothing.”

--Albert Einstein
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